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neither the Threats nor -Promites- of 


Gon, thus ſuperficially entertain d, will 


ever bring forth much Fruit. Some- 
times we preſume upo n. Mercy, that 
Gop- will 1 or that his 
Puniſnment will not be ſuch as tis re- 
veal'd : Sometimes we propoſe to our- 


ſelres ta Rxpent hereaſter; and ſome- 
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ion the dreadful Effects of Sin, upon 


Temporal Evils, Death, Judgment, and 


Hell, let us not give over our Medita- | 
tion *till-it has mov'd and affected us, 


'till it has imprinted in our Hearts a wife 
and holy Fear: Let us labour after the 


Uu!ʒurelieſt, cleareſt, and fulleſt: Notion of 


theſe Things we can: Let us look upon 
Death and Judgment, r not as uy 
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that tho we have not yet Kale the Ven- 
geance of GOD for our Sins, yet ue 


have ideferv'd . it, and who: knows büt 


that ĩt may light upon us the next Day? 
There is ſcarce a Day paſſes us, wherein 
we do not hear or {ſee the Mifery which 
Vice brings upon one or and 
ſometimes upon whole Families, Cities, 
and Nations; and how long, think we, 
ſhall-we eſcape ift we do not repent ? 
When you are upon this Subject, do not 
repreſent to yourſelves this k of — 
ces of Sin hy hals; but 
member, that the Anguiſh of the Mind 
zi commonly joined with the Pain of 
the Body ; and an inward Shame and 
Fear, with outward Misfortunes and Ca- 
lamities. We ſball find ourſelves deſerted 
of all our Friends and Acquaintance, and 
deprived of all that Reſpect and Regard 
we us d to meet with Abroad, as ſoon 
as our G0 D has once forſaken us, 
and his ſwift Puniſhments begun to over- 
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and Exactneſs all the miſerable Effects 
of our. Sins, there's no doubt but, the 
Giace of God afliſting our Mediation, 
we ſhall reap great Advantages from it: 
But ſlight and tranſient Reflexions 
leave behind them very ſlight and tran- 


ſient Effects. . 1 fT_. Ka 
3. Lou muſt repeat this Exerciſe 
often. We are very frail and very for- 
getful, we ſoon ſuffer the moſt im- 
portant Truths to flip out of our Minds ; 


our Concern for Eternal Things does 
ſoon abate,” and our good Purpoſes and 


Reſolutions: grow inſenſibly weaker and 


weaker, - till they come to nothing. 27 $ 
Add to this now, that Temptations are 


many, that we are every-where and 
almoft at all Times attack d by them, 


and then you'll ſoon be convinced 


how neceſſaty it is, that we ſhou d often 
repeat this kind of Meditation; that 


we ſhoud refreſh ou Notions of the 


Evils of Sin, and preſerve: a wiſe and 
wy Fear ſtrong and lively in us. 

hus I have given you, briefly, Di- 
rections how to raiſe in you a Religious 
Fear, by meditating on the terrible 
Evils which attend Sin. To which 
III only add, That we ought never to 
n E 3 forget 


cts, if we enter deep Ser. III. 
into them, if we ſurvey with ſome Care 


A... "Tf "Ie in — "HM 
n that e are continually in the 
WWW atid under the Eye 1 a holy 
Gon; that he who is the Fade, is the 
Witneſs: too of all our Actions; and 
that our Sin can be no more donceal'd 
from bis Sight, then - defended or ex- 
cus d by thoſe trifling Pretences with 
which we tod often deceive ourſelves. 
'Tis true, tis too hard for human Un- 
derſtanding to comprehend the manner 
hom Go is every - where preſent; but 
both Reaſon. and Revelation wolk con- 
vince: us that he is ſo. Ie that is In- 
fuite fils all Things ; he who Created 
and {till Upholds all. Things, muſt poſ- 
ſels a Power and 4 that can 
A8s 15.28. haue no. Bounds. In him e live, — 
. move, and hate 20UT Being. He that 
Wanted the Ear, ball be not hear ? He 
| that reden Hye, Pall h not ſere 
Af we would thus meditate on the 
Threats Of Gb, they would certainly 
have a ; Ipfluence upon us 3 they 
ü i prevail with. every Sinner to break 
ch is Sig ; and keep him vo has al- 
* eady done ſo from ſalling back into it. 
* ae Fear would guard and ſe- 
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carties Danger and Temptation in it. 
were we always poſſeſs d with 
Cee See of the Divine Preſence, we 
could not but ſerve the Lord with Fear, 2 r. 
and rejoyce-with Trembling. If we often 
thought of Death, we could he no lon- 
— CR indulge the Pride and Vanity 
. of Life; we could no more ſin preſump- 
tuouſly if a Judgment to come were al · 
ways in our Thoughts, than we could 
if the Flames of Hell did now and then 
flaſh in our Eyes. A firm Faith, if it 
be . wo! digeſted by frequent and ſe- 
Meditation, will operate as ef- 
b tho not with the ſame Emo- 
Blood and Spirits, as any ter- 
"Die Obs of Senſe can do; they do 
not indeed wound the Imagination ſo 
forceably, but they fink deep into the 
Underſtanding, and penetrate the Heart. 
For this Reaſon undoubtedly. twas that 
Solomon tells us, It is 4 achp to go tothe Eceleſ. 7: 
Houſe F Mourning, than to go to the * 
Houſe of Feaſting. For this Cauſe twas 
undoubtedly, that our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles —— all Men to have their | 
. girded 275 and their Lights "* 5 
z to watch always; to wait EW 36. 
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st. That this Feat becoines all forts of 
Chriſtians. Tis as well ſuted to pre- 
ſerve a good Man from falling into Sin, 
as it is 5 Motive to an ill Man heb 
off his Sin. To be afraid o commit 
Sin, becauſe it pros 
don Vengeance on the- Singer; 8 at 
all Times, and in“ all States, wiſe and 
reaſonable. Tis a Virtue; which the 
Strong as well as the Weak. the Perfect 
28 Well as the Beginner, ought ever to 
pr iſe, therefore on pho ro 7 
at we ought to paſs the time of our ſo- 
Prov. 28. Journing here ow Solomon pr 
14. ounces him Happy that feareth „ 
Rom. 11. and St. Paul Thos all, that they 
20. ſhould vor be bigh-1 minded, but ftar. 
| hey are therefore groſly miſtaken, who 
condemn the Obedience bbs from 
the fear of Puffiſüment, as Servile; and 
that which proceeds from the hope of 
a Reward, as Mercenary. This is a Do- 
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+ - diction * the Franje and Contexture of 
e 3 human 


2 


— 


2 1 as aa e e . THF. ' 


| => Fa 4 


the Wiſdom of Gop ; for Divine Laws, 
as well as Human have their Sancdions 


Love is the firſt and moſt natural Prin- 
ciple in Man; and while he is weak and 

indigent, an loves himſelf, tis impoſſi- 
ble but that he ſhould fear Evil, "ah 
deſire Good; tis for an All-ſufficient 
Being, who is not liable to Evil, or 

= of more Good, to delight in 
| Good for its own fle; and when 
ſhall come to that Height, when we 
aan come to be ſo cloſely united to 
Gob, that our Perfection and our Hap- 
pineſs ſhall he the 
dle of, and ever immutably the ſame ; 
then mall we be capable of no other 


Paſſion but Admiration, Joy, and Love. 
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your ſelf, and bethink you that Life is 


a'State of Trial, that the Temptatians 
of it ate many, that we are weak and 
frail Creatures, that we walk before a 
Holy and Omnipr eſent Go, that we 
are haftning towards! Death (in which 
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niſhments. And no wonder, for Self- 
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udgment, when we muſt give Account 
15 an All- ſeeing -Gop of all that We 
have done in the Body. And if you 
have Time, dwell a- While particularly 
ſery of thoſe: who live and die in their 


get in you a Concern and Solicitude to 
{e! GoD; to eſcape the Wrath, to 
come, und ſecure à bleſſed Eternity, 
Such Thouglits as theſe; will beget in 
you that Religious Fear, I am talking of, 
amd make you paſs the following Day 
ſoberl and circumſpectiy. 1; 99 
3. in an Hour of Trial, i. e. when 
either Corruption from within, or ' a 
Temptation from: without aſſauits us 3 
when we: grow Careleſs and Forgetful, 
Gay and Joll 8 ve find: any In- 
clination to y kindle. in us 3 When 
the Vigour of our Mind abates ; when 
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is time to ſtart back, and make a Stand 


to recollett our ſelves, and to reflect, in 
as Iively a manner as we can, upon the 
Preſence of GoD, upon Death and Judg- 
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ment. Thus we are to encounter the 


very Beginnings of Sin, and give a Check 
to them; thus we are to ſuppreſs cor- 


rupt Inclinations, and reject the firſt 


Solicitation of Temptation, leſt Sin 
advance gradually, and we yield inſen- 
ſibly, and our Hearts be engaged, before 
we are aware, too far to retreat. Thus 
we are to carry our ſelves, with reſpect 
to thoſe Things, which infect and defile 
the Mind by little and little, and do not 
in the firſt Appearance import direct 


Wickedneſs ; but rather make way for 


it by inſtilling into us too great a Fond- 
neſs "for Things of the World, and 
the Body, by rendring us careleſs and 
thoughtleſs, Nuggih and backward to 


Duty ; and, conſequently, much more 


weak, and much more diſpos d to what 
is ill. But if the Thing that 
it ſelf be direct in and Wickedneſs, if 
the Temptation to it be great and ſud- 
den, then our Fear ought to be ſo too; 
then ought we to cry out immediately 
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Courſes on this ä 
rented, 


1 of the em * 
Man to Sin. £047 


II. of the Reſtraints, which Gon 
has laid upon him by terrible 
Threats. And having obſery'd to 


you, 


G dM That 
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III. Ft e theſ⸗ Man 
a does often” 1 7 0 Hitch 
mption, 
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$ 50 R of the for- 

mer of theſe, Grounds on which 

. this Hope is built; whey 

made it a ects Infide 0 

$1 — leſſen but increaſe the Smet. 
—Guilt and Puniſhment; It remains, 


therefore, Inow proceed to the 


Second, Which is Preſumption, i.. when 
a Man grants indeed, That tt here ought to 
beſucha Thing as Relig ion 3 | Thar Go Gob 
Ip is a holy Sep; That 8 Sim isa Tranſpref- 
ſiom of his Comihabilitents, and ther? wt - 
deſerves Puniſhment'z but 
| himſelf that the Puniſhment of i it will. 
I —— either with. tothe De- 
ce, or Duration of it, às it I del 
1 in the Goſpel. But before . mme 
1 what Reaſon, or rather Coloſſ dr Sha- 
#6 daw offit, Men have t ſuppoft FO 
| | nion, I will make three or four EE 
upon this kind of Conduct. . 
| 23. Suppoſe we were certain that the 
Puniſhment of Sin would not be ſo great 
as the Goſpel repreſents it, or at leaſt 
FIKY- interpret Its * methinks * 
act 111 wou 
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All Sin is in itſelf a Diſeaſe 1 
Biſtemper, ia Stain and Reproacli to bur 
Nature. It leaves nothing great, no- 
thing lovely in the Soul of Man 3 tis 
Durkneß in the Undetſtanding, Impo- 
-tence and ity im the Will, a 
Depravatiom in the Affections, and! a 


perpetual Mutiny and. Rebellion of all 


the Faculties and Appetites of the Soul 
-againſt Truth and Reaſon: Who muſt 
not cotifeſs, that it is more eaſy to a 
Man * a Maſter, than Slave of His 
Faſſions; that it is: more faſe and ho- 
Die to be led by his Reaſon, than 
Fancy, Luſt, or ee and more 
855 to oblige than diſoblige, to do 
Good than to do Harm? So that Sin, 
_ xompar'd to Virtue, without conſider- 
ing the Effects and Conſeqdences of it. 
is à State of Evil. Tis what Sickneſs 

is to Health; what Weakneſs is to 
Strength; Deformity to Beauty; Diſ- 
order, Confuſion, Sedition, and Tu- 
mult, to Quier, Order, Peace and 
Tranquility. Hence is that of the Pro- 
phet Iſaiah, The Wicked is like the trou- ic, 35. 20. 
bled Sea, when it cannot reſt, "whoſe Ma- ai. 
ters caff wp Mire and Dirt. There is no 
Peace, ſaith ny God, to the Wicked. 
nene an e Vexation, and 
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erf ſuch à Stata, as I have before de- 


6 what diminiſn the Folhy 


; | 55 Whatever Satisfaction Man can find in 
Sin. We wuſt, Whether we will or 
not, confels, that all Things are full of 


2 ſcribd. The therefore an Abatement 
indeed of the Puniſhment would ſome - 
of Sin; the 
- oValeneſs and Deſormity, the Ingratitude 
to GD, the kjuflier cowards Man, the 
8 Ealchood and Deg that is viſible 
in Sin, wound not be hereby at all lef- 
idet'd ʒ fo; that a Sinner, how little ſo- 
Tad right: be. would: yer be jth 
K yet 
: Toathſom'-and | hateful / to Gb 4 
Man, and to himſelf too, whenever lie 
comes to his Wits. And muſt not this 
alone make him | 3 Jnilarable? 
ps rg AS — 
z. Ahat very inners 

- the evil; Conſequences of Sin in this 
N both in the Good that it deprives 
em of, and in the Calamities it brings 
e ler venture to affirm, 


an Account in another Wetid. And 
vet wer hay che ſo 
that they do . 7 outweigh 


Trouble we aße wearied with Empti- 
reis 92 -groan 
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many and ſo great, 
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Face, no State, no Age nbr der that VV 
has not | ſome Evil to contend with.” | 
Now if you will imparkia enquire. 

into the Source and '\Orghtt of this Miſ- - 

chief, you Il ſoon” find it to be Sin. 
There is ſcarcely any ſort of Misfortune 

or Calamity "that" does not: flow from 


our own Sin, or that of others. Wo 
knows not thiat the Diviſions of King- 
doms, the Overthrow and Beggary 'of / 
Families, 
Thro 
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are all owing to this Cauſe. 

þ Miſdom is an Houſe builded, vrov. 243. 
Underſtanding it is Seftabliſhed'; _ 

but Folly pulls it down. Vice is a Can- 

rob A Noch, which frets and conſumes 

where - ever it dwells. ig bteouſneſs - = 14. 345 

exalteth' a Nation; but Sin it a Reproach 

to any People.” And thus it is with par- 

ticular Perſons, He that walketh uprig be- — 10. 9. 
ly, walketh'ſurely; bur the Falſe and the 

Igjurious walk amid Sriares' and Pits; * 

that they are cer. and anon entangloF* 

and taken in. But, ehe 

Let the Sinner bende; himſelf as 

ſoft and eaſy a Notion as he can of the 

Puniſhment” of Sin in another World; 


yet it muſt be ſo grievous that no Fa- 


3 can . in Sin, can 
onably- tempt to undergo it. 
_ the Worm 6 dieth not, and _ 
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won ego 


va — that it gert gene ſhou'd- be 
. Fane ſons, 


and not ſig- 
nify a real Worm or Fire, hut Pain and 
Trouble; vhich may | be; reſembled; to 
that, which is ous by: the burning of 
the one, and the gnawing of the other; 
Suppoſe — t by theſe Expreſ- 


ſions for Buer, and Everlaffing,: and ſuch- 


like, we are to underſtand only a long 
Duration, and not an endleſo one, when 
they are applied to Hell 3 yet are, ll 
Choiians 29 erged,. That Sin muſt ex- 
clude us — Heaven, fr Om the P re- 
ſence of Gon, and the Society of the 
Bleſſed; we are all agreed, That Hell 
muſt be a State of 
Mratb, Trilulatiam — Ann nd 
 Iaftly, none can deny, but _ 
Words Everiaſting, and for 2 vor, muſt : 


leave it to an) One to determine, Whe- 
ther an, thing but meer Infatuation, | 
and ſome corrupt ſtupid Habit, can in- 
duce a Man to quit the Hopes of a Hea- 
ven, and top indute ſuch a State as he 
himſelf myſt grant Helh to be, for the 
ſake of any Pleaſure, that he can find in 
Sm. I will not now inſiſt upon it, tho 
it be a great Huth, that the Pleaſute 
of Sin is deceitful, ; that the Hopes of a 
rn are falle _ 3 and that 
nothing 
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Teſs Croud' be be pit in the Scales 5 
tlie Honour r and Glory 'of Heaven ? Can 
the fadin ang, thi emptſ Pomp and 
Shew,” the Prog Friend ip % * 
World; vie with the never-fa ke 
ties bf Heaven, the immortal 
flowing from the Enjoyment of b. 
and the Friendſhip of Angels and Saints? 
Did Sin therefore only exclude us from 
Heaven, this were enough to convince = 
us of the Folly of it. But if, beſides 
this, Anguiſn of Mind, Pain and Tor- 
ment. of Body, Reproach and Shame, 
G 4 Dark- 
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may. prove” endleſs. and intoli 


Hors, -that dieth- not, till they;;them- 
{elves be conſum'd and defiro Aby 
With what Bodies 3 
> heroes ſhall viſe, is not very clear from 
Soripture ; nor is it eaſy ta underſtand, 
now Miſery can ex an immay- 
tal Soul, * Gop n 
it: Therefore, I think we cannot with 


of the Criminal in another World, how 


long his | Puniſhment will laſt e er it 


Puts an End to him. Will then the Sin- 
wrtermoſt Fart hing? Alas! Who can 


4 15 what he deſerves, who lives and 
impenitent? But — I ſhall have 
— TE more fully 3 1 ano- 
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— Oberarions do luflici- 


ently. evince the Folly of | Preſumpti- 
on Wy becauſe this is a Diſtem- 


per which -is very. fatal, and very far 


ſpread, I will now examine in particular 
by what Arguments Sinners buoy Ther 


ſelves up in a vain Pre 
may be reduced to rage thy 
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take then K 
MKoold fire with me as the generality '6f 
Mankmd {Heaven will he but very thinly 
Peopled; if none but Saints muff Inhdb 
it. A grest Faun, Words are multi, 
to this Effect; But to dery little Purpoſe. 
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A Firſt, Ns to what they ſay; That G65 
Would never make ſo many of his Crea 
tires to mukke them Miſerable; "is caly 
10 Anſwer, STON? 1901116) 07 Hole: 


I. Gop made us Men, but we male 


ourſelves Miſerable: Gop bas voüch- 


fafed us Al the Means of Happineſs, 

which either we can * boundles 

Goode ſs ld e — al 

we — to AlL tris ar en ou 
ee Arche Niese of Mercy 

elt oy It,” and receive his Gra 2 

in vain. Pfits is thie conſtant Voice of 


Feclef. 7. Scripture, God hath made Man upright; 


but they dave fought out many Inventi- 


2 Pet. 3. 9. 05. Not willing that any ſhould pe- 


7%, bus that all ſhould come to Repent- 


ANCE, — 


oy” 


ſerable'; 1 am content, it 


pt Cop to but 


— . m Amn nee bit hi; 3 85 


=. 2 7 
ä have all Ao v. 
ved; und to comt unto rhe Knowledge of tb H 
Truth.—O 1frael, thou bas deſtroyed thy for.: * 
but of me it thine Help. The Sum 
Total of chis is, our Salvation is of GO, 
but our Ruin of our ſelves 3 and all that! 
is oppos d to this, is but Triffing and 
Ieapertivence or Sophiſtry and Subtilty ʒ 
and when 2 Sinner from the 
Fore khowledge'of Gop, he does but 
fight in the Dark, and judges and pro- 
nountes of what he does not underſtand,” 
and cannot fathom. Can't G 0 D de. 
Wiſe, unleſs we can reach alt” his De- 
ſigns, unleſs we can ſound the Depths 
of his Providence, unleſs we can mea- 
ſure and ſurvey the various Scenes, 
the Windings and Myſteries of the Di- 
vine Government from the Beginning to 
the End of Eternity? This, I am ſure, 
wor were it ſounds to the Ear of a Sin- 

will found very harſh to one 

| — has any juſt Notion of —— 
of Gop, and the endleſs Variet 
Wiſdom that appears even in th Lad 
miniſtrations, which are viſible to us. Se- 
cret things belong unto the Lord our God; peut. 29. 
but "thoſe things which are reveal d belong. 29. 
uno us and our Children. All that we can 
comprehend about this Matter is this, That 
GoÞ well enough foreknew both what 


fort ol Creatures he would make, and 
| "what 
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br 2. That as Gon affurſls ali Men ſuffi - 

2 Meats: of Happineſe 5 ſo, on the 
other ſide, he requires nothing of us, but: 
What we eur een — highly 
PT i, e. That 


wee ſhould make: an honeſt Uſe of the 
Means he has vouchſaſed us 3 That, if 


we Sin, wt ſhonld be ſorry: Hur it, 2 
take Care to do ſo no more ʒ and Ly 
That we ſhould — to grow 
ter, and yt hin-for! Aſſiſtance.” 
In; ſhort, he 
rity, . not Perfection; and wherein 
we N Sibeerity; he ag- 
cepts of our Sorrow ſor it, joyn d 
— * yy Senſe of wh Demerit;and an 
[ INEHANCE upon is Goodneſs and 
Mercy. And now, Lam ſure, I may 
venture to appeal to * one, whether p 
the Pardoning all but the Impenitent 
and Obdurate, muſt not ſufficiently free 
Gon from the Charge of Cruelty 2 
2 the he Revelations whichar ſundry. 
1 1. divers manners he has 
SS: World.cabs. various At- 
epa of his Providence to- reſorm it, 
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he ſhould at laſt exact a ſevere Verge 
ny to be ſaid to the Hirſt 

t Objection. ESO fl le 184 
Astro the Second Part bit ind but an 
odd ſort uf Comfort, : which Sinners cam 
take from their being 
than à Croud of other Men. There's no 
Neaſon why: the Iniverſaliy of an 
Evil ſhauld diminiſh, > but rather in 
creaſe the Terror of it. It does not ren · 
der the Pain and Suffering leſs 
inſupportahle ; becauſe, in 
r * — us. Aud as 

ppens to a divi People, 
n comes upon them ʒ ſo will 
be with the Damned in the other 
orld, all will be u pbraiding and re- 
proaching each other as the Cauſe of 
their Miſery 
upon Matter of Fact. Can we think, 
that it could any way tend to aſſwage 


that the whole Nation was 
to periſn by the Roman ? Or do we 


any Family in Sodom, for them to have 


1 1 that not one of em ſhould 
eſcape 


to ſuffer no more 


but more 
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A corrupt Mind makes a v 
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ee Ol orld-thar periſh'd 
of Waters the leſs pumifh'd, 


- by the Deluge 


-[; But if all Sinners: ſhall be damn'd 
How-few; fay they; (which is the. 
part of the Obje&ion) muſt the Number 
Inhabitants. be? This is 


g of: 


when R Wait 


ow ma- 


raiſe 1p Children uno Abrabum, uit 
Colonies' to plant Heaven with ? [61 
Thus have I Anſwer'd this 
quit it without obferving, 
that an ill Stomach turns that Food into 
Flegm and Diſeaſe, which a good one 
turns into Nouriſhment and Strength : 


petnicious 
one would 


Uſe of that, which a ſou 


es the Fooliſh 
to go on in Sin; but Wiſe Men make a 
very different Uſe of this Reflexion. 


ſelves from that untoward Generation. 
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Which was as much as to ſay, The more Ser. V. 1 
Wickedneſs was ſpread, the more ought /VW 
they to guard themſelves againſt it; for 
the more Epidemical it was grown, the 

ould it prove, And thus 

St. Paul urges the Increaſe of Wickedneſs, 

as a Motive to Vigilance and Caution 
See then that ye walk circumſpeRly, not as Eph. 316. 
the Time, 

becauſe the Days are Evil. And thus our 

Blefled Maſter excites us to Care and 
Solicitude for Life, becauſe the Number 

of them that periſh is very great; Strive Lu 13: 
to enter in at the ſtrait Gate; for many, I * 


— elſewhere, recites Fal viper 

aſſages; But I tell you of a Truth, Many. 

Widows wow in Iſrael in the Days of Elias, 2 2 

nt up three Tears 

and fix Months, when great Famine was 

through out all the Land : but unto none of 

them was Elias ſent, ſave unto Sarepta 4 

City of Sidon, unto a Woman that was 4 
idow. And many Lepers were in Iſrael 

in the Time of Eliſeus the Prophet; and 

none of them was cleans'd, ſaving Naaman 

the Syrian. 
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' Temptations, but ſuch as, may be con- 
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ing, none periſh now becauſe they have 
fallen into Sin, but becauſe they perſiſt 
careleſſy, wilfully, and impenitently in 
it: Gop not requiring of us unſinning 
Obedience ; but Repennace and TURE) 
as the Condition of Salvation,” 
3. If when Men ſay, That Sin is ay 
avoiable, that no Man lives without Sin, 
that the beſt Men and the beſt Actions 
are not without a Mixture of it; if, 
138388 theſe or the like Exp ref 
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ings, 8 riſes and ſnadvertencies; or 
- Miſtakes in Matters of little or no Mo- 
ment, 3 the firſt Motions or 
Bubblings of any inordinate Inclination, 
before it be conſented to; Then! anſwer, 
That in this ſenſe of the word, Sin in- 
deed is unavoidable, and to "theſe ſorts 
of Sin all good Men are liable, more or 
leſs, according to the degrees of Holineſs 
to which they have advanced. But then 
theſe are not the Sins againſt which 
the Scipture denounces Damnation. For 
the Proof. of which Aſſertion, I may 
appeal to the Law of Maſes, and to the 
whole 5 to the Romans, wherein 


the Apoſtle expounds at large the Do- 
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to the, Language of Scripture, to ſay a 
Regenerate or Good Man lives in Sin, 
whereas the beſt of Men live in theſe. 


But alas, the Sins we charge the Pre- 


N ſumptuous Sinner with, and | for: which 


deliberate Wickedneſs, repeated 


we denounce à Hell, againſt him, are 


not of this ſort. 'Tis Wilful 3 
crying Provocations, for which a Hell 
is prepar'd ; and therefore no Man can, 
from the — — of Sin, in this 


*  ſenſe,infer; that the Futute Puniſhment of 
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ing Satisfaction, with an Everlaſting 
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Sins are even in themſelves ſo far from 
being pleaſant and agreeable, that they 
ate vexatiaus; „and tormenting. 

But to all this, I Anſwer, Pugiſh- 
ment is to be proportion d to the Evil 


it, or the Time we take up in commit- 
may be very juſtliy ſharp and laſting, 


when the Pleaſure or Profit of it is very 


ſhort and very empty. This does not ex- 
tenuate. hut aggravate the Guilt of Sin. 
2 more Reftraints Gop lays upon us, 
through them ; the leſs our Pleaſure or 
Profit is in Sin, the greater is our 
Folly and Madneſs i in committing. it. In 
a word, this it is that the Prophets and 
Ape — that Men are wick- 
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that can acerue from it is Vanity and 
Vexation. Now the Scripture does 
this, to diſſwade us from Sin, to con- 


it, and Wen fy God in his Proceedings 
againſt it. How then muſt that Man 
run counter to common Senſe, who 
ſnall argue thus, That the Puniſhment of 
Sin cart de great, becauſe the Tempta- 


| reap nothing from tranſgreſſing- the 
2.219 Laws of God; trampling on the Blood 
vf the Covenant, and the like, therefore 
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which we flnd in Sin, does aggravate 

eur Guilt, and therefore nie diminih 


| Lo and therefore will not be 
in fo: ſevere: a manner as we 
are told. I Anſ wer: 
| 22 ſhould not, werhinks, inks aigus 
thus, Wereurmot! ſee any 
en odious,”or — th nl 
| t hat Abcount, can never be- 
lieve x, 14 GD will” puniſhois with 
grievous and everlaſting Pains ; but, on 
. ou contrary; thus: Gop  denounces 
againſt Sin; Orievous and Everlaſting 
Paniſhwe therefore there muſt be 
- ſomething in it extremely hateful and 
£ provoking. This way of arguing will 
appear certainly the more juſt, if we 
| ſider, thar-GoD is a Wile, à Merci- 
l, a Gracibus GO n infinite- 
ly ſol. If chen his Wrath be kindled 
againſt Sin 5 if he has an irreconcileable 
Hatred of it; we may fairly infor from 
hence, that it is repugnant to his Na- 


* and incompatible with his ® 
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tures, and perſecute with horrible 
Wrath and Vengeance flight Wat 
ſiderable Offencesꝰ e HI gu I 
2. However we ma Hiate ar war- 
niſh-over Sin, or —— upon 


it very partially z we muſt remember, 
that what may appear very tolerable to 
us, may be very abominable to Goh. 
Sinners, whoſe Affections ate perverted, 
and their very-Underſtundings d deprav d, 


may very well judge more favourably 


of Sin than a Holy God will. But then 


en to conſider, That the Judg- 

hom: 2:3. ment of God is ac to Truth, and 
chat their own is falſe and partial. The 
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bettet we grow; the worſe ſhall we 
think of Sin: The more like God 


abhor it. Thus you read in Sori 


Sin from them, you ſhall find them de- 


oſy, by Sores and 


Eyes 4 corrupt 
When uwe recover our Underſtanding, 
then ſhall we condemn our Sins: The 5 


ture that it has been with all the 
Saints of God. How bitterly have they 
bewail d their Sin? How utterly have 
they renounced it ꝰ i And how ſeverely 
have they revenged it upon themſelves? 
And if you would learn the Nature of 
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Sa of the World. But 1 need 
not inſiſt on this Notion of Sin now 
the direct and apparent Deſign of the 
Goſpel is Holineſs; all its 

hae this in view; and under this Dif- 
penſation, there is no Tranſgy 
which does not imply and include in it 
a manifeſt Immotality, Obliquity, and 
Turpitude. Wou'd a Sinner now fee 
What Deformity and Provocation there 
is in Sin, let him examine the Corrup- 
tion of his Heart, the deplorable Effea ts 
of Sin, the Obligations he Iies under to 
Virtue, the Means of Grace which he 
neglects, the Motives which he flights 
and reſiſts; and from all this, let him 
collect what his Guilt amounts to. All 
theſe general Heads contain ſo many 
Particulars under them, that it will be 
Impoſſible for 75 in the Time that 
now remains, to draw forth any Thoughts 
to a full Length, or to range them in 


a diſtinct Order; "twill be enough for 


me to lay them 1 in Heaps before you. 

As to the Corruption of a inner's 
Heart; How is it alienated from Gop, 
and diſaffected to Man? What Blind- 
nefs and Folly, what Perverſeneſs and 
Vileneſs does poſſeſs and influence it? 
As to the immediate Effects of Sin; it 
diſhonours Gop, injures our Neighbour, 
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are they? Innume: le. 
ee Gop ; and br ge relate 
| ATE AMAZINg 
n he Means 7 "os 


def us; 2 has written his Law in 
our Hearts; his Works of Creation and 
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NManiſeſtations of his Eternity, Wiſdom, 


wag _ Goodnels. . But over 2nd. 


this, he has teveal'd his Will 
8 — and that by his only be- 
gotten Son; he is ever ready to commu- 


nicate his Holy Spirit to us, and to di- 


rect and guid eee eee 
Actions by his ſpecial Providence. La/t- 


| ly, I we conſider the Calls and Motives 
nents and Diſ- 


o Virtue, the Di 
ſwaſives rom Vice, Which God has 
ſet beſore us; we ſhall ſurely conclude, 
That 25 tis no ſmall Wickedneſs, ſo it 
can be no ſmall Provocation, for a Man 
to deſpiſe and break 1 9 5 0 all theſe. 
Add 1 this now, the many Con- 
vickions, which every Man has one time 
or other felt the Diſappointments, the 


Chaſtiſements, the Solicitations of the 


Spirit, by which Gop has endeavour d 
to . him home to himſelf; ice 


n 
. 

4 
70. 

— 


e Prefunp 


113 


ther with the ſolemn, and, it may be, Ser. VI. 
repeated Vows, by which. every one 


profeſſing Chriſtianity has bound his 
Soul to GoDp. Let any Man, I ſay, 
put all theſe Things together, and lay 
them ſeriouſly and impartially to Heart, 
and then let him tell me what he thinks 
the Guilt of Sin is; Sin deliberately 
committed, and wilfully and impenitent- 
ly perſiſted in. Can he think, that an 
impenitent Sinner does not deſerve to 
be the Object of Gop's Wrath and 
Hatred? Can he think, that any thing 
leſs than intolerable Miſery can be the 
Conſequence of Gop's Wrath and Ha- 
tred? What can he imagine muſt be 
the State and Company of One in ano- 
ther World, who lives and dies in direct 
Enmity againſt Gop and Goodneſs in 
this, and has done ſo much Evil, and 
broke thro' ſo many Obligations, abuſed 
ſuch rich Means, and deſpis d ſuch won- 
derful Motives; to gratify a ſenſeleſs Fan- 
cy, or a vile Luſt and Paſſion. 

Loet none object here, That many of 
thoſe Actions which we call Sins, may 
be ſo regulated and conducted, as to be 
no- way injurious to our Neighbour ; 
for, FA do not believe this can be 
done, tho' I grant there is a Difference 
in Sins, and ſo there will be in the Pa- 
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Hell; the one à State of endleſs Miſery, 
the other of endleſs Happineſs; or, That 
Re e is the only way to eſcape the 
and obtain the other ʒ on which Sup- 
fition- it is, that our Saviour reſolves, 
That an Univerſal M over the 
whole Habitable World, is not in the leaſt 
able to balance or make amends for the los 
of the Soul. Mbat it a ' Mani) profited, war. 16. 
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= ought to be his firſt and, immediate one; 
Iuat it cught not to be poſtpon d for Mat- 
an comparatively. triflug, much leſs for 
ö Sins and the ratifications of our Luſts, 
which mult ever render à Sinner 's Caſe 

Mare and more deſperate. 
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de Legilus, tells us) is norhing elſe butSermdn 
Nate unprov di;andi.cultivated, + per- VII. | 
fected and accompliſhid,, we may as well WWW 
debate, whether the Health. and Strength -: 
of the Body be a Matter of the. higheſt 
Moment whether i imports Man high... 
ty to, be in bis Wits, to be the Maſter og 
himſelf; and Actions, to be poſſeſsd of 
inward. Peace ang Content, as we may 
debate Whether it do maſt nearly cun- 
cern 2 Man to be Wiſe and Virtuous. 
For to de Wiſe and Virtuous, is nothing 
elſe but to enrich the. Underſtanding 
with uſeful. and ſolid Truths, to aſſext 
the true Liberty. of Man's Will, that it 
may be able always to follow the Dictates 
of Reaſon, i. e. that the Man, being 
freed from Ignorance and Error, and 
from the .Tyranny of every ſinful and 
miſchievous Luſt, may be able to chuſe 
what is beſt for him, and act conſonant 
to his true Intereſt ; the natural and im- 
mediate Effect of which is Peace and 
Contentment of Mind, and generally 
Health and Strength of Body, with 
Proſperity and Tranquility in our Af 
fairs. Repentance then is that true Wiſ- 
dom to which Solomon, in the Proverbs, 
and elſewhere, attribtites ſuch glorious 
Effects, and which he deſcribes by ſuch 
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Wiſdom 2, | Nor is there any Evil that we 
need fear z.the worſt that can befall us 
may be converted into owe or how 
ever this be, it is ſure to be 
2 by Bleſſings both in e Fa 
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2 whatever God we poſſeſs, he- 
comes a Cutſe; or if it do not, tis flights 
er and emptier than a Bubble, com 
to tllat dreadful Weight of Exils u which 
hover over us. What Madneſs then is 
it to reject and poſtpone the Care of our 
moſt important jk arid be buſy and 
ſolicitous abdut Trifles? We can 1 de 
guilty of this, but through want of Inte- 


grit y, or want of Senſe : Weareeither infas 


tuated, and do not diſcera where our true 
and great Intereſt lies; or elſe we main» 
tain a godd Underſtanding with the Ene- 
my 3 we are brib'd and corrupted by ſome 
deviliſh, filly, deſtructive Luſt. It is not 
indeed un ual to ſee Men pteferring the 
ſlighteſt to the moſt importaht Matters 
but then tis when they promiſe them- 


ſelves, that this will have no ill Influe 


ence, or, it may be, ſome good one, on 
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their own In- 
tereſt; that they ſhould be ſo far ĩnfatua- 
ted! as not to 251 it, and ſo fond of that 


Infatuation as not to endure to be diſa- 


bus d and 4undeceiv'd';- this exceeds all 
onder; ard yet this is the! Caſe of 
every One who delays his Repentance, 
and males this his firſt and chiefeſt Buſi- 
_ neſs give way to his carnal Pleaſures or 
worldly Cares. For every Sinner that 
does ſo, lives in a 2 full of moſt 


terrible Dangers, and yet puts off the 


Thouglits of his own Safety; he is in a 
State of Poverty and Nakedneſs, and 
jet reſpites the Cure of Proviſion and a 
n He is Weak and Sick; 

ſick; not of 'a Ioathſom only, but deadly 
Diſeaſe; and yet poſtpones all Conſide- 
tations and Endeavours for his Health: 
He is, in a word, ſubject to the Wrath 
of Gon; and obnoxious to an Eternal 


Hell; and yet puts off the Thoughts of 


Reconciliation to Years to come; and 
in the mean time falls preſently on the 
oject of Wealth or Pleaſure, and bu- 
ſies himſelf about the Affairs by a ſhort 
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a ſerious Humour, or a fit oMelancholy'y 
the Emptimeſs of ourſſehſual Satisfaction, 
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That we do all in general 
rive to debaſ Religion, and bring ix 
down to a lance with our Inclina - 
tions, and a 
and Modes of the World. And tho” all 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ſeem to 
e convinced of the Truth & Advan- 
tages of it; 2 how fem are they that 
e aith, and act conſonant 
to this ealugion? How few are they, 
in whoſe, Life and Converſation there 
does appear any. Proofs or Evidences of 
this his Praffn of 2 of | Holineſs And yet 
2s poſſible to hide and con» = 
i ley its Brightneſs, as to ſmo- 
ther and ſtifle Virtue ſo as it ſhall not 
diſplay its {elf in a Thouſand Inſtances: 
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the Mouth. 
— N Man's Principles ſhou'd 
not diſcover themſelves in his \ Words and 
Actions; or that the Virtue which im- 
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or ſuffer, wilt have a particu Gt: 
and Lovelmeſs in it, and Virtue will 
ſhine and ſparkſe in every 
Life and "Fortune. 9711 16. b. ab 0 4 
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we Aches the Love of Gon to Man- 
kind, when wee reflect upon the Suffer- 
of Jeſus's we cannot but be convin- 


| ed,” that the Obedience and Service of 


the whole Life,” is too poor à Return to 
ſuch aſtoniſhing Oblizationk; if we had 
any better to make; and therefore 2 
Perſon of an ingenuous and generous 
Temper wou'd-rather do more than is 
ehuies from him if he cou d, than fall 
If we had any Gra- 


up to God, and to our dear Lard, 
the broken Fragments of our Time, and 


the Dregs of our Life and Strengt. 
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tuſs of Time, it commonly happens, 
that the firſt he firſt Tears of — are the 
ey are kept back by 
— Mir tion, by Mo- 
and Timorouſneſs, and by the na- 
tural — — 
venture upon now and t 

— attacked by ſome extraordinary 
Accident or Hauptes! and even then 
they reſ it with Reluctancy, 
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of Sn and the Onit of them increaſes 
portion to their Number. Fer 
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with them all the 
Quilt of that &-Evil Ball t zeſo that all 
that Graca they rtjeced, pt — 
neſs they deſpis d e re. they; could arrive 
at:that Habit of Sin, is ane rejected and 
deſpis d in every Alt- of Sin; cone quent 
ef that Habit. Sin is like a Dilcaſe, 
the ſtronger the Naturebis which it ;af- 


it creates ua And therefore;'we are not 

-acchupt;-it: the leſs fatal,: becauſe the 

ain dies together with our :Strength; 
And if this be the Caſe of e 
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Sin, if the Number and the Guilt 

of his: Sins be; naturally;inereas'd by bis 


Cottinuance,in them g it is but rational 


to ſuphoſe, that rhe,Atgnement of them 
muſt he the more diffigult. Our remain - 
ing ears will hardly furniſh us with 
Hours enough 2 zand Tears, 


WOE Bar a Folly, then is it in any 

willing to;continge a [little 

* in his Sins? ſince this 1 fen 
ear 

o increaſe the Anguith Ind ,Diſtreſs of 

Soul in the Day of his Wired 
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and Severity! than- otherwiſe VII- 
Id be oblig d to. Poor: Soul 


who cer thou art, who do'ſt reſolve to 


continue yet a little longer in thy Sins, 


give me leave to tell thee, If thou 


couldſt behold thy ſelf with the ſame Eyes 
now, thou wilt do in the Day of thy Re 
pentance; if thou hadſt the ſame Thouglits 
of Sin now, thou wilt have in that 
Day, thou wouldſt never deſire to have 
thy Wounds deeper, thy Soul more cri- 
minal, thy Sin more provoking, and; thy 
State more d us than tis this Day. 
J doubt it will be to little purpoſe to =o 
a Sinner in mind, 
. That by delaying R peta. he 


| Joes; i in all probability, forfeit ſome De- 


grees of Happineſs and Glory in the 
other World. Tho he be very ambi- 
tious as to this World, he is modeſt 
enough with reference to the other ; 
and he that does not think himſelf hap- 
py Here, unleſs he be richer and greater 
than his Neighbour, is content enough 
to think of — loweſt Place and Rank 
in Heaven. Shall I call this i 
I doubt, tis rather Infidelity; and 
methinks, if Men did not believe, 


would not ſo much as purpoſe to Went 1 


eren becauſe they would not diſcern 


any 
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that Happinefs we p 

ure mn were light to be ſet 
inthe! s againſt one Grain of it; 
and that Man muſt be concluded to have 
a very faint; and imperfect Notion of the 
Bliſs-of Heaven, who is not deſirous of 
as much of it as he cam get: Nor is it 
Humility in any Man, but Ignorance and 


Folly not to be willing to be as happy 28 


he . But ſuppoſe a late Repentatice 


were not to be more ſevere than an ear- 
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one's 
ineſs; and to prolong one's Sin, is to 
prolong one" iſery. That Men fancy 
know not what tity and Bitter- 
neſs in the one, and 1 know not what 
Pleaſure in the other, is to be imputed 


to the Corruption aud Debauchery of 


their Judgments. If theſe Men would 
but follow the Advice of the; Pſalmff, 
would but taffe ænd ſee bow'Good 
is, i. e. how kind his Com- 
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Root in them, though peradventure they 
may have had ſome flight Touches of it, 
and have made ſome weak and ſhort At 
ane for the obtaining of Holineſs, ” | 
en "Is 
11 now paſs on to the Ane Thitig I 
propogd' to ſpeak to, viz. Toſhew you,  * 
That it is not the Will of God the Ob” 
_ Qurite' ſhould remain fo, but that they 
ſfould repent. And indeed this ought 
to be — unleſs ſome expreſs De- 
cliration of the Divine Will could be 
urged to the contrary ; for the Mercy of 
God muſt riot be reſtrain'd and limited 
by any other than himſelf. It is a cer- 
tain Rule both in Divine and Human 
Laws, that thoſe of em whoſe Matter 
js gracious and favourable, are to be in- 
terpreted in the largeſt and moſt diffu- 
ſtve Senſe: How much more here, where 
God's Declarations of his Readineſs to 
_ of a Reconciliation with Sinners, 
are expreſs'd in the moſt unlimited and 
vniverſal ann In a word 5 lince there 
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not Therefore, 
Cod has made but one, no Man 


a e Exceptions to his God - 
Now though! 


this is dantiy 
-a farther Proof of — | 
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enough; 
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tak Obdurate ſhould. not repent, then tis 
plain that he could neither, exact Obe 
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e to ems as their n 
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z for ns upon _ Suppoſal that 
ww not vile deſixe their Repen: 
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1 he knows their 


. 4 ” 4 + 
a W a * * 1 
. k — 9 wh , i | 3 
ty the Will of God. 
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But that allthis is directly re 
the Voice of God in Scripture, is too 
plain to need a Proof: or how often” 
does God, both in the Oldand New Tr. 


> return to their Duty? And how often 
does he upbraid and reproach them wich 


cond Conſideration. nn 

2. God's Will or Deſire thit the Obs. 
durate ſhould vontinue ſo, is not conſiſtent 
with the Methods of his dealing with 
them. With what Truth can it de lad 
— Seri „ that God, wills the Salva- 


Obduration? How can it conſiſt wun 
the Sincerity of God, to preſs, inyite, 
and ſolicite even the Obdurate them- 
ſelves to Repentance, and to bewail their 
Obſtinacy in reſiſting the Methods of 
his Grace and Mercy, if it be at the 
ſame time his abſolute: and r 
Will that they ſhould reject and | 
them? - Finaliy,” How can it conſiſt with 
the Wiſdom, Goodneſs; or Sincerity of 
God, to give them ſuch Time to r 
nce is im 
{ible, or reſolves it hall be ſoꝰ But 
Tru ay. What Foot-tteps * we 5 
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their perſiſting and perſevering in their | 
Crimes? oo, worker in mind of a —4 
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probate? I anſwer, Innume- 
rable, both in the Old and New: Teſta- 
mum ;; but I will content my ſelf with one 
Fall and bm as: Looks | (hs $58 


ae 1 
"<a 


2 — the . To: — 5 
amongſt others, St. Peter giyes this An- 
re. ſwer, The: Lord is not flack 


wr). n is long-ſuffering.. to 2 ; 


that any ſbould periſb, but 
9 all ſbouia 2 Repenitance, iu 


_ which Inſtance there are nne 
vay plain: 
45 That the Men here 
were not only Reprobate and 
dan even of the higheſt Rank of une 


-  Mennotonly deſtitute of Goodneſs, but! 


Enemies to its nay, not only Enemies 


gical Goodneſs, but — profeſs d 
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Adverſaries to the fundamental Truths 
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of the Goſpel, they wald after their own. 
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A5. Cbriſtiens,. This is plain from the 
=. * wherein it is foreteld that 
theſe ſhould come, and from the Truths 
which they endeavour d to pr neo 
diſcountenatice,”' + + 

3dly, Tis plain, that even 8 
the God us d much Long-ſuffering and 
Patience: For by us-ward, is to be un- 
derſtood Mankind in general, and more 
eſpecially in this Place, the moſt wicked 
Part of them: For neither the Apoſtles, 
nor any other holy and righteous Mem- 
bers of the Church can be here under- 
jo as not being the Ooty 


05 , Tis evident. that — * a 
Deſign of God, in this his Patience, was 
the Repentance and Reformation even of 
ſuch as s jy x x thu 
many expreſs t W 
any ſpould periſb, but that all foul 
'FO entances «; ty 
7755 we thus, think, L have tech thade 
out what J took upon me, Taſhew: you, 
that the Obdutate are under no;lgcapacity 
of Repentance, that it would he ſuperflu- 
ous for me to add any thing more upon 
this Head 5- otherwiſe, it . 
| el upon the Abſurdities ih 
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- - fone Pagans or Jews, but obdu⸗ - 
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* 1 17 it was true, would 
er * — for us to preach 
| "to any habitual Simmer. 1 
w therefore only remove Two 
ions whi occur to what has bee 
aid, and ſo conclude this Diſcourſe... / 
| ef; Has not God withdrawn his Spi- 
ir from the Obdurate ? | He, has — 
0 te Spirits Reſdende and Abode in 
he | Dm; 1 that the 
upon them? What ſays St. — e 
Anz. . eart and 
_ the Holy Ghoſt. 
Their reſting the Ghoſt, does at 
once clearly evince boch the Jews Ob- 
duration, and the Efforts of the Spirit 
70 — — nter! n. But 1 _— 
© dl, Was it not the Witt ef God tut 
®Bhirzod ſhould: continue in his Obdura- 
nion, and, by Conſequente, was hie not 
incapable of Repentance? No, by no 
means Nor had this ever enter d' the 
f any Men, had it not been 
for their miſtaking that Place of St. Paid, 
nem. 17. Er —— 9 L unto Phubabb, 
Dun fen rn ſe dave I rag 
bee up, that I might em 1] Power in 
"Wire, en 9 my Name might de deelav'd 
9 A throughout 
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In Exod. 9. which ee Run 2 
Bader will find, that the Deſign 


in thoſe Words of Moſes to 22 was 


to reproach him with the Hardneſs _ 
his Heart, and to e him do re- 
Lent, and let his ple go; For it is 
plain that Pharaoh, after this Menace, 
and the Plagues which were eroding 
inflicted, did relent, and actually let I 
People go; though afterwards, upon a 
new 1 he relaps d into his for- 
1 . You will ſay then, What is 
Meaning of the Place? Plainly this; 
Dot tha yet harden thy ſelf againſt 
* me, and exalteſt thy {elf againſt 
* „ People?, Aſſure thy ſelf, dhe if th 
perſiſteſt in this Way , Twill nally be 
olorified inthy Ruft For, deceive not 
* thy ſelf; that Five) itherto inflicted 
* bur remote Erik, and touch'd' 
. thy Eife nor Crown, proceeds not ei- 
ther from an Inability to inflict Judg- 
* ments ſuitable to thy Sin, or from any 
Deſign to to ſpare tliee, but out! of a 
Deſign to glorify my ſelf: This is 
the Reaſon — y 1 have preſery d thee 
* hitherto alive, that my Power and 
% Glory _ be the more viſible and 
conſpicuoꝝs 
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agg Jad Re of 20 thing here Be- 

cy to dut Eternal 
1 = 75 and 1 his Opinion of 


the World, he does firk pronounce t "i 


_ happy, whoſe outward: Condition ſeems 


moſt full of Pity, whole Life is 4 Con- 


flict with Gland and Diſtreſs. abr 
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a are the Poor, 4 Perſecuted, the 
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irable For 7s 
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Bur beſides theſe, 3 are a ſecond 
fort of | Monrners; they: who maurn un- 

der the Benſe of theit Sins. This ourn- ö 
ing has not only a tendency | 


to Righte- 


duſneſs, but dis it felf a part of the 
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Righteouſnels of a'Chriftiang and theres 


fore, being more immediately intitled- Tok 
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betrays us into a State full of the moſt 


_ forts and Advantages' which the Patro- 
nage and Favour of an Almighty Power 
might give us reafon to pretend to; it 
robs us of the Hopes and Conſolation 


or it excludes us from all Intereſt in his 
Merits ind Sufferings, in his Government 

and Interceſſion; it robs us of the Plea- 

fure and Satisfaction which a Virtuous 
Liſe and Peaceful: Conſcience fills the 

| Soul of Man with; it robs us, laftl ; of 
dur Heaven; and inſtead of all theſe un- 
ſpeakable Goods, which Sin bereaves us 

of, it brings upon us great and intolera- 

ble Evils. It ſcares us with Guilt, the 


1+ - and gracious Laws of God, notwith- 
+. - Randingtheevident and undeniable Con- 


us with Shame and Reproach for our In- 
gratitude and Folly for our Ingratitude, 
m forſaking God, who has by moſt aſto- 
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all that is a folid and laſting Good, and 
dreadful Evils; it robs us of all the Com- 


which we might otherwiſe have in Jeſia, 


L - > -Guilt of tranſgreſſing the wile, and juſt, 


victions of our own; Minds; it wounds 
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niſhivg Ways expreſsd a moſt unſpeak- ee { 
able Good-will and Love towards us; in XIII. 
forſaking our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, Vu 

who lov'd us, and laid down his Life for John 3 
1753 in reſiſting and grieving the Good 

Splrit of God; which has often attempt - 

ed to fill our Minds with Righteouſneſs,” 


| 3 and Joy and in dhe abe 
ae and Long Ling-fuſfering of Gad, and 
being by his Mercies: For our | 
5 in fers God, the Fountain of Jer, 2. 13. 
ving Waters, and hewing our ſelves out 
fern, broken Cifterns,. that can hold no To 
Mater; for our ly, in acting repug⸗ K-74 
am, tö our Reaſon; and our True la- 2 
tereſt. fot 151 | 4 
l tlie nexe place, Sin baraſſes ah tor · 3 af 
' tures the Minds: of Men with tumultu- » 
ous and ungovernable Paſſions, which, 5 
like Vidar and Winds in the Bowels of 9 
the Earth, cauſe Trembling and Convul © ? 
fion where they dwell, 45, and tear: 
. ing Men by Strife, Malice, and Conten- 2 
tion, burning em by Luſt, racking and + 
diſtending em by Ambition and Cove- „ 
touſneſs, and making em conſume ang 
pine away by Diſcontent and En). 4 
In the Third place it delivers us to the - + "3-8 
Power and Empire of thoſe Deviliſh Spi- 
ne which are rn Enemies of Man- 
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e amd! therefore, Jaflly, Sin will de · 
ler. us ever to all the ileries of Neil. 
We U muſt hate the Am Portion with 
8 a thoſe Devils whork we have choſen to 
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eine have adyatided;, and to whoſe 
Dominiow we have by Sin deliver'd: up 
our ſelves) When a tre Senſe of this 
ib 1mprinted on oui Spirits, it cannot but 
produsd a: moſt Alling 
n Hague, ſhould beo 
eit Eroudle ; Wat is che "Ureadful 
Miſchief; ſhould give us the moſt ſenſi- 
ble Affliction. A Departed F riend, — 
bel beubut : gont intq a far Country, 
another World, . though he retaliate 
Friendſhip and we 9 meet; again 
when the > rp this! World 4s over; 
and we are dt f iſure d enjoy one ano 
| or does yet leave: 4 very 4 
th] Ss And il = 
* we thall 
a y. of; Judgment, 
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72 Nuſſion ee ſhould affront ,: : — 
Aud ontrage in the higheſt manner a 
FF,  _ SFvienddearer:to: s than 2 Brother, a 


1 Frierid who hadvloy'd: us with the Bh 


ſmitate, with thoſe Davils whoſe King 


Sorrow. What is 


, eee 1 89 


had. teſtified "hi his Paſſion 75 ts by Serbe 
the Lazard of his Life and his Farne XII 
ſhould we not, When we game td j — | 
es, when we were diſpoſſeſs d of urn 
Folhy and Madneſs, grieve and afflict eur ö 
clyes for any Suffering we hal brought , 


upon him, for any Wound we had made 
either aue 22 . his N 

Surely, if we had any humahf Nature, 
any [Goodneſs of Lemper, his Suffer- 

ings would be as painful to us as if they 
were gur on: And yet the Friendſhip 
that is between the 5 tried, intimate, 
and paſſionate Friends, will not bear any i 
Compariſon with the Love of Jeſus to us. - ml 


For — much did he humble himſelf, 4 
that he might expreſs his Love towards 3 
uc, Being in che Turm of God, he took 4 


upon himſelf the form of 4 Servant 2 Phil 2. . = 
And in this Degree of umility what 
did he not do, what did he nor faffer 
for us? What "Temptations: did he not 
cContend with, and overcome? What Re- 
_ proach and Contempt, what Thirſt and 

Hunger, what Labour and Travail, 

what tedious Watchings did he not enn 
dure for us? How often did he pounrtrt: 
forth Ris Soul in Prayer for us? How of- r 
ten did he caution us againſt all the Snares 
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aun 1 at 2 ———— nothing more to 
*» be doe, he 
| Blood for us in the Agonies of the Garden, 


with his Life and 


and the Wounds of the Croſs. After all 
this, enn an ungrateful Sinner, led on by 


blivd and ſenſeleſs Luſts and Paſſions, nor 
only forget and deſpiſe the Love of our 


Dear ot but —.— even to hate and 
-outrage Him, to — and reproach 
Am to defy and renounce him, and, as 
much as in him lies, oppoſe and ſubvert 
his Kingdom, that he may eſtabliſh the 
Kingdom of the Devil? Can (I ſay) an 


D ungrateful Sinner, inſtigated by a vile 


Paſſion, do all this to our Saviour, who 
low d us, and ſhed his Blood for us; and 
when he comes to himſelf, when he 
comes to a Senſe and Sight of ' what he 
has done, Shall-not his Soul weep in ſecret 
Places? Shall not his Eyes run down, with 
' Tears Shall he not ' expreſs his Shame 
and Trouble, in the Behaviour and the 
Language of a broken and a contrite 
Heart? L | 
If a Cruel and lnſolent Enemy would 
lay waſte our City, and fill our Native 
Country with Blood and Ruin; if Vi- 
pers bred amongſt us ſhould guat their 
"Paſſage dend our on Bowels, and 
OY their 4 upon the on 
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tion of our Laws and Liberty, 


not our Souls fit in Darkneſs and Me- 
Auncholy within us? And ſhall the De- 
. -vil, the Enemy of Mankind, fatter his 


# Death and Ruin over our Souls? And 


hall our own traiterous Apperites ani 


Paſſions ſubvert the Diſcipline af God 


within us, and eſtabliſi their Tyranny 
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run down with rt 5 Shall not our 4 
Souls be afflicted and mourn within us? ) 3 tf 
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i on the emporak Calamity of our Friend, 


upon the Funeral of the Body; and en 


we ſee our ſelves reduced to a State infi- 


nitely more deplorable, (for Sin ſubjects 4 


us to the Wrath of God, and'conſequent- 


5 Eternal Damnation and Death,) and | 2 


upon the Ruin of our Reaſon and Con- 


all we feel no Trouble, no enn 


10 Sorrow in our Souls? 


I we did thus entertain 2 mn No- 
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which it robs us, what the Miſery into 
which it plunges us, we ſhould eaſily de- 
termine, That it became us to urn 
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it with. our Negligence and Coldneſs in 
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add our manifold 3 8 Fr 
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— — that we have been gut © 
ty of, und, Icbelieve, the beſt of us * 
ſhall have little reaſon; to think our 
_ -mors innocent than the Royal 6 
et z 9nd conſequently, we ſhould © * 
hy Reaſon why our Sorrow r 
Feu de al cen his. St. Peter, when 
he had ſericuſly reflected upon what 
Chriſt had ſuid, hn Be 9 
went out, and m How full r 260. 5 
is ide Deport- 
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Woman 513 Ge , which was @ Sinner, 3*: 

when ſbe knew't at ofwe-Jatiat Meat in 

the Phariſee's Houſe, brought an Alaba+ 

fer Ban f Ointment, und ſtood at his 

Te me bin weeping, and 70 
e 5 wa 


waſh This Fido ub Tears! and 417 
5 b 


25 e HP 149g. n! 
15 n to * the Diſcipline 
of the Primitive Church, did. by its 
Strianeſs and Severity in this Point, 
455 toſtif what kind of ace, hat 
3. vre of Sorrow Sin called for at our 

_ Hands, They did not think that Sin 
was an Offence of that ſlight Nature, 
2g that it could be . by a ſnhort 
Confeſſion, by/a' melancholy Reflexion 
or two; but they ſet — Days and 


4 
= 
4 roi 


Tears for this great Work: This was f 
ttmeir firſt and greateſt Work, to recon- - 
die themſelves to God by Repentance; | 

A Repentance very intenſegowery Adee | 
Per laſting. Y id Ve 44 1 = | 

_ £2 Having: thus made out, That Sin va F5:-4 


” juſt Cauſe of Mourning and Sorrow; it 
remains I ſhould go on to ſnew you, — 
"& 5 of * to my r ect r 
=. „ £74 
1 53 II. ThatSorrowfor Sinoawrally cans 
A 1 rocure our Comfort. "Which. will 
1 ee theſe Ne el Dun. 
$A ; | Gderations:- SLOT nine 

bo . Firſt, It procures our + Reconciliation 
; with Godin mie mh Þþ 
7 s ; Second, 


our l wit Gods - 


Righteouſneſs towards Perfection. (XUE 
birdy, It gives a Man an hamble WWW 

Adfrance before. God. een. 8 þ 

Io all which we may > 5" 


Fourt hy, „The — our ron for” 
Sin, - the preater! will ak our. TINT 
after. it 1s -# abt "At 
0 N ai 

1 egen e our Becel 
with God. This is plainly the whole 
Import of the Goſpel; this is the End 
and Deſign of it, To declare God's 
Readineſs. to pardon us, upon Condi- 
tion of Repentan 
. is upon ne, becau 127 e he 1455 
me. to preach the e 


11 


e bath ſent me to foal the Broken- © fa 
hearted, to preach Deliverance. to the- 
Capriver, and recovering of Sight to the 


Blind, to ſet at Liberty . that are 


brui ſed, to preach the acceptable Tear 4 | 


the Lord. And this was the Way of 

God's dealing with Mankind from the 
Beginning. For thus we have God diſ- 
courſing in the Prophet Jeremy, con- 
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. an > 4 * 
28 wum _ 
* 
* 
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© Secondly by It improves and advances Sermon 
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ce. The Spirit of Cha nt. 
pointed 
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cerning the. Sorrow of. Ephraim; I Bave cs. wy « 


furely — Ephraim bemoaning.  hinſelf.. 19. 


thus, Thou haſt chaftis'd ne, and I was 


l as a Bullock unaccuſtom'd to the. 
Toke « J 


% 
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N Feber me) 85 endl e 
gr der ant} 4 0. Se 


aft Tet et I 725 2 
2 | was 47 even 
2 7 2 7 e the" Re- 
"8 My nb. And then the AE 
1 ghty, like a kind Father, when he 
3 | or him return'd from his Error, re- 
; S _ nd from His Wrath too and when 
„ HeJook'd Upon kim dreſſed in the con- 
_- Charms of repentips Tears, it 
3 110 if e Kindneſs and 
N ” ter 20, e Is aim my dear 
3 5 ata ein 4 . leger Chas ? 78. ſince 1 ſpaks 
=. mM, Þ 

Ei: e of © 


earneſtly remember hing 


"Pp Bowels are "troubled 
3 — will fureiy have M hon 
* bs, 22 faith the Lad Such i bike Bie 
If * Nature, that a holy Sorrow is the nel 
Bas elt Sacrifice x "nothing ſo victorieus an 


3 F im G04 i m Humble On 
W247 5, Pn Fw Hor lee: 
3 Luke 18. Fublican Nele we: 
ed Eyes hat 'more Power with God, that! 
the ee Services and 
the Pharie er. And there 18 x 
22 Reiten for fl Foe bone 
Sorrow. cannot make fufficient Co 
Aron „ 4 
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et tis" all e Com 1 ing 

How and 1 ** eee 8 . 

| e to do God Ri 955 to aſſe 
. and Wiſdom of is Laws; z * 1 2.8 

dneſs and Munificence of his Nati 

y taking Shame to our ſelves,” and " 

5 0 our Folly and Baſeneſs ba 
our tran{grefſing his Commands: 
terefore tis the Pſalm/t at once 1 8. 

' ties the Goodneſs of God, and the 

Excellence of Repentance; The rc n 

cer of God are 4 2 8 5 S pr Tit: 4 bro- 

Len and a Gontrite Heart, O God, Mes | 

wilt not diſpiſe. Ah, Happy Sorrow! 

to be below d above the Joys of Luxury 
and Honour ; more beautiful than 1.2 | 
the Pops and Glory of a triumph nt 

War, or wanton Peace 3 fi nce it engages | 

God, and renders us the deat Objects of as 

| Divine Love: For what can we no | 

hope for, from a ſincere Love, back'd,at 

- inveſted with infipite Power? How hap- 

- on are thoſe. Tears, which, like Betheſe ” - 

des troubled Waters, heal by being Join 1 

ſturb d! Happy thoſe hol "Sik and 
5 An like the ings 'of An- 

75 fan the Soul i into. Regions far = 
l Each T Tempeſts! Happ . are thoſe” 

e wherein, while we bon 

our ſelves, and while our Sorrow 

7 | with- 
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a Ms.” 
Gal. 6. 14- 


1 Epiſt. 1. 


Val. II withdraws. us from the Pleaſures of the 
World, we are enrolld in the Book of 


and liſted in the Choirs of Angels 


and glorified Saints! We ſhall certain» 
ly acknowledge thoſe Hours of our Lives 


to have been well ſpent, which we devo- 


ted to a pious Grief, when we ſhall ſee 
that thoſe Moments of Sorrow have pur- 


 Chas'd for us an Eternity of Joy; and 
that Diſreliſh of ſenſual Pleaſures, which 


a holy Sorrow begot in us, has at once 


ſharpen d our Appetites for ſpiritual ones, 
and purchas d for us too, full Tides of 


Pleaſure to entertain then. 


\ Secondhy, Sorrow for Sin adyances tlie 


Chriſtian on towards Perfe&ion. The 


Perfection of a Chriſtian conſiſts in two 


Things: The tt reſpects the Luſts of 


the Outward Man, namely, Mortifica- 
tion. The ſecond reſpects the Affections 
of the Inward Man, namely, the having 


our u ns in Heaven. Theſe two 


do raiſe Man to the moſt elevated pitch 


of Chriſtianity, when he can ſay with 


St. Paul, The World is crucified unto ene, 
aud J unto the World, or, with Saint 
John, Our Fellowſhip is with the Father, 


and with hs Son Jeſus Chrilt. All this 
implies ſuch à degree of Love for God 


and 
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Tho Happy Effects? 
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Lo” It. doth not only ela b n 


unreaſonable Bong upon the World, 


20d the Things of it, but alſo begets in 


us a Contempt of chem. We do not 8 


only ceaſe to value them above, or equal- 


I with the Thi 
in to appear to 


H God ; but they be- 


Ae them, and grow: weary of em. 


ſo mean,” and trifling, 
And contemptible, chat we diſguſt and 


tis to ee to the World, and 


135 have the World erucified to:us. Then 


the Soul of Man made truly free; 
e ah 


"then is it 


then doth. it not only forſake Sin, bor. 
-Joath and abhor it, an every A * N 


or Approach W 1 . 


Lf 


4 Wichour Difficulty, but with Fervency 


and Delight, and an uninterrupted Con- 


a». en 8 1 5 


produc It makes us do the ; 
? ill of « God, 9 5 ibmit to it not only © 
with. Patience and Perſeverance, and 


ſtancy. An Example of which you may _ 


ſee in all. the 


nuine Followers of our 


Lord and Maſter. When the Soul is 


once arrivd at this Height, then doth 
it e to long for its Delivery from the 
2 V+. OT» 
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Ve L III then doth it live Faith, thirſt- 
Val Bog 5 


Buke 7. 


the Fruition of God, and our 

Sour, and Heaven, and the Angelical 
e and Charity of that bleſſed 
72 
Node this, is. the State * which 
"Mourning for Sin naturally tend to 
F Man; for the more we diſcover 
the Loithſonithbels of Sin, the more 
ſenſible ſhall we grow. of the Love. of | 
God in ee it; and by a natural 


and neceſfſary Conſequence, the 3 


Vently ſhall we love God; for you 
the Reſolution of our Saviour, "He | <a 
Auch, to whom much is forgiven. In this 
Onntemplatiog of. Things, the humble 
d contrite Sinner is aid with Ad- 
miration of the Divine Goodneſs, and 
the Soul then bleeds afreſh, to think 
whom it has offended.” nd thüs a holy 
Love and holy Sorrow do mutually 51 
interchan geb beget and cheriſh each 
other ʒ and both tfieſe again do encreaſe 
the Shner's Deteſtation of His Sin, and 
ef all thoſe Temptations that have be- 


ttay'd him to it. kt is impoſſible that 


at Heart which is wounded by its Re- 
flex ions of having offended God, ſhould 


have any other Paſſion for thoſe Things 
that inſtigated him to the Offence, than 


Ee 


| 


TO GO A 7 Ed HST KFT 


fa m 
"SE — 


r- W 
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as rand Abhorence; It "FEI RES 
. able . thoſe Eyes that are filbd with 9 


"Tears: for Sin, told look with Kind. 


: neſs or Delight upon thoſe Things that 


are Allurements to it. And as.Godly 
Sorrow breeds in us a Deteſtation and 


* Loathing of thoſe Things which before 
+. enticed and tempted us ; 1324/5 God- 

5 Go Love muſt breed in us-a Contempt 
f all theſe Things Below, How can a 


that is filld and raviſh'd with Pi- 


vine Love, ſee any Thing Here that it 


can, delight in, utileſs it be the Saints 


_ are upon the Earth ; Creatures that 
3 the ds of God ſtampt upon 
them, that 55 adorn'd with ſome re- 
flected Rays of his Glory and Beauty > 
Ho can that Soul dote upon a tem- 


poral Good, a flecting Apparition, that 


1 ſwallow'd.up in the Contemplation of | 


Eternity ? How can that Soul 8 
72 Images, 
it meets witli in this World, n 


zs filld with the Love and aſſur d Hope of 


the perfect, ſolid, and ſubſtantial Goods 
of another World > Theſe are the Hap- 
py Effects of Godly Sorrow: It en- 


teliſh and Contempt of Worldly Things, 


ARSE; ; G00 M86 Heaven. What 


a lofty 


and rude Draughts * 


 creaſeth our Deteſtation of Sin, our Diſ- 


* 


pf. 126. 5. He that ſows in Tears, ſpall reap in Joy. 
For Godly Sorrow doth, waſh off the 


Guilt which the poor Sinner contract- 


wy with humble Shane, how ſolid a — 


Vol. III. a lofiy | Height does this ramble Soul 
_ OI” 4 ſoar! How glorious and true a Liberty 


is/it, in which-this bleſſed Sorrow doth 
inſtate Man! How beautiful and truly 


Partaker of a Divine Nature does 1 it Jn. | 


bim! And therefore, 


| "Thirdly; This Sorndwr for Sin dire 2 2 
Man an humble Aſſurance before God. 


ed and fo doth by 5 —— eaſe the Soul 
of the Weight it groans under, and chear 


and encourage it in its Approaches to- 
wards God. This muſt neceſſarily be 
the Effect of a holy Sorrow, not only 


upon the Account of thoſe gracious-Pro- 
miſes which God has made to the Peni- 
tent, and upon the Account of thoſe nu- 
merous Examples wherein we may be- 
hold theſe Promiſes made good to Sin- 
ners ; but alſo on this Account farther, 
That this Somow changes and transforms 
us into the Image of God. 

Let us confider theſe Things a little, 
and fee what Comfort and Peace the 
Soul may extract from them. When 
the Soul is cover'd with Tears, and 


fort 
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fort does it reap from that of the Pſal- Sermon 
mit, The 'Saorifices of God are a broken XIII. 
Spirit: A broken and contrite Heart, O 2 
God, thou wilt not deſpiſe ! I am he, 
therefore, may ſuch à one ſay, whom 
God will not deſpiſe, i. e. whom he 
will delight in: I am that Sacrifice of 
a ſweet ſavour that is acceptable to 
God: Bleſſed be thou, O God! who. 
by thy Truth and thy Spirit haſt wrought 
in me that gracious Frame and Temper of 
Soul which thou art pleas d with. Bleſ- 
ſed be thou, O-Feſus ! who haſt reveal- 
eld the Will of God to me, and purchas'd - 
this Grace for me. And Bleſſed be thou, O 
2 Soul! that thou delighteſt not · in the 
ports and Pleaſures of Sin, but in the 
Peace and Joy of a Godly Sorrow. 
This is the Comfort that grows from 
general Promiſes: But *tis poſſible we 
may find our own Caſe more fully ex- 
preſs d in particular Inſtances. As thus: 
Have we been back-ſliding Children? 
So was Epbraim ; ſuch was the Prodi-, , 
gal Son. And if our Repentance imi- Luke 13. 
tate theirs, as our Falls have done 
theirs, we are, like them, receiv'd with 
Joy. Have our Sins been many? Were 
they grown habitual > Were they of a 
crying and provoking Nature? So were 
| 3 N 
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were the Sins of Manaſſob; ſuch Samy 


719 55 the Sins of David, in part, too; ſuch 
' Ppiſt were the Sins of the Corinthians: And 
8b. . yet all theſe have been ſandt iſted, cleanſed, 
and juſtified. And ſince 1 have to de 
with the fame God; ſinge 1 haue the 
_ lame Promiſes; and Grice; finally, I feel 
in me the faite humble and . Sor 
row, how ſhould 1 queſtion my Recon- 
8 of a, thou 5 ow. Nee O 
And why art t quneted' wi 
ne? G bn % Tot i. Toa, — 
the Son of God, the Mercy of the ont, 
and the Merits of the other, and thou 
can'ſt hot periſh,” Why art thou ca 
down, 0-1 Soil? And why art thou diſ- 
ieted within ne? Do'ſt thou not feel in 
7 ſelf the Operation of his bleſſec 
Spirit? Do'ſt thou not ſee Feſus form 


(4 


in thee? And do'ſt thou not know, that 


; 2 5 1 ds juſtifies, and whom 
e juſtiſfes orifies ? His Spirit and 
his Truth, e and his Far, im- 
planted in thee, 'are- the unqueſtionable 

| Pledges of his Favour. Enter then into 

1 Reſt, O my Soul; the Lord has ac- 
depted thine ring ; be has ſeen thy 
Sorrow z he has heard thee prong 


Wo Sin, and he hath heal'd thee — 


= TI 


ath 


r Mt. _— — 
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hath put away all his Diſpleaſure; with Sermon 
Loving-kindneſs he will comfort thee, XIII. 
and with Eternal F avour will he ſhine ww 
upon thee. For a Ranſom. is found ſor 1 Joh.2. 2. 
ſuch as thee, even Jeſus, whois aProputi- cb. 4. u. io. 
ation for thy Sint. Thus we ſee how an 
Aſſurance before God naturally ariſes from 
Sorrow for Sin, and what an unſpeakable 
Comfort this Aſſurance gives us. But far- 


4 


ther: We are to remember, 


M 4 Nur. f 
+ Fourthly, The greater our Sorrow for 
Sin is, the greater will be our Glory 


ry 


hereafter. He that , humbleth himſelf Luke 14. 


Fall be. oxalted, is true, not only with 1. 


reſpect to this World, but that which is 
to come. When the Maſter of the Feaſt 
ſhall enter in, he ſhall ſay, Friend, go 
1 ber. The Reaſon is evident: 
For Fir, By this the Sinner doth not 
only condemn and renounce the Plea- 
ſures of the World, but himſelf too. 
All that he reliſhes, is, the Favour and 
Mercy of God; all that he delights in, 
is, the Pleaſure of Repentance. No Soul 
is more truly mortify'd to the World, 
or more truly inflam d with a Thirſt af- 
ter God, and Heaven, and Righteouſ- 
«Refs, than the humble Penitent, 
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5 "I; 7 greater our fourning, 


155 I In the Second Place, nothing does 
* more advance the Glory of God than 


© this Humble Grief. © This is that which 
{ets a true Rate upon the Love of Jeſus, 
upon the Clemency and the Mercy of 
God, becauſe this is that which diſcerus 
the Provocation of our Sins; and whilſt 
it contemplates the Vileneſs and 
tion of our Nature and Practices, doth 
eaſily conclude what Need we ſtand in of 
a Redeemer. Tis the humble Penitent 
that ſets a juſt Value upon the Goodneſs 
of God in beftowing a Heaven upon us. 


le that looketh upon himſelf eſs" than 


the 111 of all his Mercies, with what 
Aſtoniſhment, as well as Joy, muſt he 
think of God's beftowing Eternal Life 
and Glory upon him? 
In the ft Place, the Example and 
Influence of Mourning for Sin, is exceed- 
ing beneficial to Mankind. It is not 
eaſy to imagine how much the Publick 
may owe to the Interceffion, Repentance, 
and Confeſſion of pious Men. But this 
is not that which 1 eſpecially intend. 
It gives Men a true Notion of Sin; for 
they cannot but'think that very heinous 
and criminal, which, the more wiſe and 
good Men are, the more bitterly. they 
bewail. It gives Men a true Notion - 
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the Beauty and Lovelineſs of Religion, Sermon 
whilſt they behold the Peace, the Con- XIII. 
ſtancy, and the Chearfulneſs of thoſe WY V 
that are moſt advanced in it; for nothing | 
is more ere, ſerene, firm, and unmov'd, 

than that Soul which doth moſt fincerely 


and frequently confeſs and bemoan its 


| 


Sins before God. 
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For the Met hocl of that Enquiry 


D E bung Ditconft 
vas written by my Fa- 
ther, at the ſame Time, 
— and (as far as may be | 
judg'd) with the ſame Care and Cor- 
recineſe as the Firſt Volume of bis 
Enquiry after Happineſs, of which 
it was. once deſig d to make a Part. 
lead- 
ing to conſider all the Ohjections that 
ö could be brought againſt the Foſſił bi- 
lity of obtaining Happineſs, 1 ſeem- 
ö ed 


258 2s: Aubor afterwards thought it 
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ed neceſſary to examine what Ground 
there war fer that Belief, (wbich 
8 Kern 4 . . up + 
Ws 4 Tena H "by 4 
Final, but juſt Rein of them 
rm Grace and Pardon. © "Br be 


cient #6 obſerve in that Plate, That 
ad enen ly, l. 
+: by Feſmaſon of ſuch a State, even as 


Hei i prof 
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DESPAIR, 


final and irreverſible Sen. 
tence, cut. off any Sinners 
in this Life from all Poſ- 

—= ſibility of Grace and Par- 
don, 18 a x Point, the exact Diſcuſſion of 
22 hich mb — mtg 1 a Work 

great yet of as great 
Importance. O or! great Difficulty, — 
it unavoidabl engages whoever under- 

5 in the n of ſome of 
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the 
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ether Gop has, by aVol. Ul. 
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Vol. HL the moſt obſcure Texts of Seri 
tac 2 Im 


a Incapacity of Happineſs, 


tance, becauſe ne - 
| neceſſarily deliver up up every 
One who thinks Bimſelt teduced to this 
State, to Deſpair, iu the proper Notion of 
it, that is, to a- Renunciation of all 
Goodneſs, as well as all Hopes of Mercy; 
or at leaſt it will oppreſs and over- 
whelm the Mind* with inſupportable 
Sadneſs and Perplexity „and ſo make i 4 
miſerable 2 1 i, th; dt . 
other. 
a little deter me, - — * 
attaining that Brevity and/Perſpicuity 
2 aa 82 x bay <4 2 neceſſary to ren- 
ie dure ei or ac- 
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ance of the Subj y prevall 


with me to reſolve vn treat it, if not as 
well as I ſhou'd, yet however as well as 
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-whith will find out the Trunks ſhod d be 
entirely fred from all Pre poses und 
Prejudioes. The ff Thing, therefore, 
to be done, is, t remove à Prejudice, 
Which, I acknowledge, Thip under; and 
| therefore believe Others may: For'I 
Cannot but nf That I döameſt un- 
: "willing to believe there thow'd 2 0 
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a ag; Tis on this 
that for this Reaſan 
it ems, at firſt ſight, to caſt ſome hard 
Reflection upon the Infinite Goodneſs 
* cy of Go D. 5 r Pur. 
18 ie prolong to i whe 
poſſibly reap any Advantage from 
not poſſihly make any other 
e the Torments 


cannot 
it, who © 
uſe of it, 
of his Eternity But 1 ſoon conſider d. 


that this Sane is ſuppos d de ge 
ven being t & of 
r Ons * of the 
a n ad my Is, 
not j any Imputay 
tion upon the [a Ar of - 


God. Ha- 
— cad * u Fil pro- 
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Reaſon cn, J think, hardly inform us, 
without the Aſſiſtance of 7 
For if we conſider the Divine Nature, 
Reaſon will be apt to tell us, That his 
Mercy and Compalſion. is Infinite, and 
conſequently, that *. Ya 4 is incapable of 
P ardon, it! T epented of, 
ws indeed tells us of Conſtantine 
the reat, that when he wou'd have 


been admitted to an Expiation of his 


dune eaxieularly 2 Murder of a 
Wife 


fide, e and Vol. my 
elpecially, becauſe * 
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him this Anſwer; o geſt oat 
yore della rhν,νieτο,νẽ,ẽ - 
bes 5 mY Their Religion” "knew no 
- fach Crimes,” But twas 
the” Hiſftorian's Spight to "Chriſtianity 


that madehimbelye his Pagan Profeſſion, 


which was not Þ ſevere hut that it 
allow'd Luſtrations for the ſouleſt 
Crimes z tho the Senſe of Nature, in 
this Point, be not to be taken from 
the Practice of the Superſtiti 


tious, but 
the Judgment of unprejudiced Reaſon. 
H, again, We look upon God as the 
Governor of the World, Reaſon will 
be apt to tell us, That it ſuits better 
with: the Ends of Government, and 
the Clemency of a good Prince, that 
revolted Subjects ſhou'd Repent and 
return to their Duty, than be render d 
Deſperate, by being utterly 
from all Capacity of Pardon. And yet, 
on the other hand, Reaſon will tell us, 
That Gop is Juſt as well as Merciful, 
that Acts of Juſtice are as neceſſary to 
uphold a Government, as Acts of Mercy. 
And thus, I doubt, Reaſon left to itſelf 


and arguing from the Nature of Gop, 


would hardly be able to give us any 
certain Deciſion! or ſatis Deter- 


* of dun ours and While the 
Mind 
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excluded 
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Mind of Man were in EEE and Vol, 1 
Fluctuation, it could only direct rl 
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what were ſafeſt to be pon but co 


not aſſure . the Succeſs of what we 


did. 417 G6 836 
75 There 18 900 Way n more, b 5 which 
our Reaſon might attempt to. determine 


this Queſtion, which is, by conſidering 
whether, ſuch an Excluſion Pardon 
or Aſſiſtance do naturally follow the wil- 
2 Commiſſion, or frequent Repetition 
ny Sin, whatever this may be ſup- 
5 to be. And here, I muſt confeſs, 


Wilful and Cry ing . do 8 


tend to Alienate us 5 God. and, if long 
for In, to efface and. obliterate al 
iſtin&iong of Good and Evil; and, by 


a clear Conſequence, they rend to reu- 
der Men incapable of Pardon, by ren- 


dring em incapable of 1 
But then, the one Incapacity can be no 


greater chan the other; z nor will Rea- 


ſon dictate to us, that the Capacity 
of Repentance a where that of 
Pardon doth not; for this were to no 


Purpoſe. And becauſe the Matter of 


| Fad i ſhews us, that many have . become 


Excellent and Virtuous Men after At 2 
long and continued Courſe of w 
Impiety, it will not be poſſible for us 


to determine this Way, 1 the mere 
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advance, While God continues to pr 
Man the Means and by Opportunites: -of 
5 855 ys he makes ule of 
$ of his Providence to re- 
aig It ſetms far more natural to 
conclude” Tluit fuch a One is in a Capa- 
city of Re 


Repentanee and Pardon, 83 5 0- 
therwiſe: And whenever we do ſee the 


Methods of Cor) becoming thus far ſuc- 


ceſsful, thatthe Sitter 8 effeGiin chan- 
ged; Reaſon lx conclude, That e who 
18 fandified, i juſtified ; that a 9 558 
of our Nature, Loch neceffarily p 

a Change in our State ; for he t 325 
the Enemy of God, hilft a Shiner 
becomes his Favourite, of becoming a 


Saint. 5 
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able to determine this Point, 1t remains | 
that Revelation only can affiire us 


| whether chere be ſuch a Ste, or no. 


Gal. 1. 8. 


And here, in Matter of this Impor- 
tance, tis plain, that no particular Im- 
pulſe, no private Imp ng ie our 
mds, ought to be N y us for 
Revelation; nay, ſhou'd an 5 from 
* tell us ar this were 1 4 
tate, 


againſt ne, &c. Then will 4 


not to be-prov'd from Scripture. 343 8 
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State, he were not ta de eredited, if the Vol. III. 
| Afertion of ſuch a State were contra 


to the Gaſpel. H we come 
ore to examine what the Scrip - 
ture allerts in this Point, I think it ean- 
not but be acknow! That the Pro- 
clamation of Pardon en Condition of 
Repentance, runs /in Tertis: the moſt 
comprehenfive, general, and unlimited 


that can be 1 Ihe Nature of 
God is * — rr lanes 


neo ewe ae mn the Frank 


greſſors af the Divine Law, God con- 


cludes: with Promiſes of Mercy to the 

Penitent, v.40. If they . their Levit. 26. 
22 of their Fathers, G 4. 
with their Treſpaſs which they treſpaſs d. 


Covenant, &c. This was the Diſpenſa- 
tion the Jews were always under, cho 
the Law, propos en 4 Rake af dels, 
— uire Perfection; and as a Cove- 

f Works, did oblige to Unſinning 
Obedience, and by both did teach them 
the * Sinfulneſs of Sin, the **: 


Aa 4 miſſera- 


5 M 


Vol. III, miſerable Stare of Man; the Nexdſſty of 
ercy ʒ and ſo led them on to, and pre- 
- yu them for Chriſt. In the Prophets, 
the Doctrine of Repentance was much 
more frequont, —_— it: eould* be) 
more plain 3 every th ing growing more 
LULightſom as it grew neater tothe Day, 
1. 55. 7. the bright Day of the Goſpel Ler the 
Wicked forſake bis Hay, and the Un- 
rig heeous Man his Thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will 
| Dave Mercy" upon upon him , and to our God, 
Jer 8 . fer be will abundant ] ly Parday, e what 
7, 8 Inſtant I ſball pes — iy "Na- 
| tion, and concermng a Kingdom, to pluck 
and to-pull 9 and to deſtroy it; 
that Nution, ain whom I have 
weed, turn rom their Etil, I will 
repent of the. Evil that J thong bt to 
do whto them. I will add but — 
Place more, that of Ezekiel;" . er 
ver. 21, G. \ If tbe Wicked. wi 
+ from all bis Sins that he bath committed, 
and rep all my Statutes, and dd 2 
which is — and Right, he ſhall ſure- 
live, he foall not die. All his Tranſ- 
grofions that. he bath committed, they 
Pall not be mentioned unto him; in his 
Rig breouſneſt that he hat h done, he ſball 
live. Have I any Pleaſure at all that 
"who rh die ſaith * 
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der the ſeveral Texts of Scripture, which 


more than this, That they ſhu d preach 
Repertapce and Remiſſion of Sins thro 
the Name of Jeſu; and accordingly the 


enjoying the Benefit of thoſe 
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God: and not that he [b 

his Ways, and linen 
I need not urge an 
New Teftament, fince the whole Import 
of the Apoſtolical Commiſſion was no 


Subſtance of all that St. Paul taught, 


Was, Repentance toward God, and Faith 


toward our Lord Jeſus Cbriſ. This is 
a plain and full Declaration of the Na- 


ture and the Will of God: And therefore, 


the Terms of it being general 
ſtrain d, no Perſons, no Sins being ex- 
cluded from the Benefit of Repentance ; 
it were Sacrilege towards God, and 
Uncharitableneſs towards Man, to be- 


reave God of the Glory, or Man of the 


Comfort and Advantage of this unſpeak- 
able Mercy, by «confining, curtailing, 
and reſtraining t. 
Tis true, nevertheleſs, that God him- 


ſelf may limit his Mercy by any parti- 


cular Reſervations, and may declare 
ſuch or ſuch a ſort of Sins i 


Tenders of Pardon which he makes to 
the Penitent. 1 will therefore no conſi- 


ſeem to imply, that he has done fo; 
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it caraſully with. Team. Tor it is in- 
poſſible dee who were once enlighten'd, 
an baut taſted of he Heavenly Giſt, 
and- ere made Partakers of the Holy 


and have: tafted the good Word ef 
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and the Powers. f "the World to 
= 2 2 fell away, to renew 


„ Pena Incapurig &c. 
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| faries,” He that deſpiſed Mofes VoL.UE 
Lam, died without\Mercy; | under two or 
three Mitnoſſen: muß ſorer 


eee 


Sion of God and berh counted-the Blood 


of the chunam whevowith- he wat ſan- 
fied,” an unholy Thing; and bath done 
deſpite unto the Spirit of Grate ? For 2 fen. 
if after they baus eſcup d che Pollution 
Erbe World. tbrugbh the Knowledge-of 
ihe Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, they 
ars again intungled tbertin, and over-. 
come ; the latter end it worſe with'them 
ter for them not to have knownthe' way of 


Righteouſneſs, than after they have known 
it, to turn from the holy — 


ner ty fo ' They — unto x John 5, 
Death: Ido" not ſay that he ſhall pray © 
Pall. be forgiven unto the' Sons of Men, 28,29,30. 
and Blaſp s, wheremth ſoever they 
ſhall Baſpheme But he that ball blaſ- 
heme againſt the Holy Gboſt, bath never 
e but 18 in 1 Eternal 
bey "ſed "bo - hath 


Damnation : Becauſe t he 
an Unclean Spirit. 
A vill now give 2s brief and plain an 

| Account of the Deſign of nne as. 
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ſuch is chat of: Laa xl. where, 
10 enter, were to he underſtood 
3 Nation in this 
ſtood of - fin- 
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L muſt not be 


cere ont ; for then the econd part of 


5 tel tue Verſe wou'd contradict the former: 
It omi be fo far from being a Motive 
„tao, that. it wow'd be the\ greateſt - Diſ- 


that ſincere Endeavour cou not pre- 
vail, nor be ſueceſsful. To interpret 
it therefore of light, ſuperficial or hy- 
Pocxritical Attempts, is agreeable enough 
to the Avalogy of Faith, but no way 
agreeable to the Propriety of common 
Speech. For how can Sluggiſhneſs, or 
Hypoeriſy in Religion, be called 6. 


L  -t fel, ing; or their Excluſion. from Heaven, be 


expreſs d by their not being able to en-. 


therefore appears 


Door, u. 25, i. 6. when the Day of 
Life and of Grace was expir d. The 
Ground of their Confidence and Pre- 
ſumption, which, made them knock and 
expect Admiſſion, was, that they had 


1894 eaten 


en —— and 


imaginable from Stririmg, 


ter z when tis owing to their Sloth and 
„Choice, bot Inability 2. The plain Senſe 
1 from what follows the 
Verſe :\ The Time when theſe Men ſeek 
to enter in, is, when the Maſter of the 


Houſe ir riſen up, and hath ſbut to the 
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5 n drunk in Chriſt's Preſence, and Vol. III. 
that he had taught in their Streets; WW 
they had been viſible Members of Chriſt's s 
Church, and had profeſſed his Truths: 
The Reaſon why they were not admit- | 
ed was, becauſe they were Workers of -— ver. 2 
Tniquity,” and Chriſt * them not; 
their Life was not conſonant to their 
Profeſſiun ; they wore not the Cha- 
racters of 2 Chriſtian, the Livery of 
Chriſt, that is, Suffering, Mortification, 
2 Purity and Charity The Place 
whence they were 7; exchaded was the 
2 God, wherein were Abraham, 
Iſaac 4 ene 8 ary 
Prophets, Ua: 8 1 
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The Place of S0. Rs is ſo plain, 2 Per. 2. 
that I ſhou d not have ſet it down here, 
but that it ſeems to me to give Light 
to the Places of St. Paul ; the Senſe of 
it being moſt evidently this That the 
_ Caſe of an Apoſtate Chriſtian is much 
more deplorable than that of an Un- 
converted you or A Bib o 
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The other Terts have great Difficulty 9 
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ef which Things, if true, wou d very 
mow — — Favour. of 


— Beleren ue, port wel = 
ed, and, ff it any be) fully and l. 
\.— fatorily+ clear d. ht order to which, 1 
will premiſe: ſome ſe Things, which, 
if they appear extremely plain, will be 
able to do us this Service, That they 


* -yeall ſortifie and confirm us againſt th 


whach- theſe, 
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the ' Guilt: of them. This the whole 
Catbolick, eh has ever” with one 
Onnſent, in all Times and in all Places, 
8 imanimonſiy taught ; the Diſcipline of 

the Church being not more ſevere: to 


Chrftians: falling. aa than 
et gentle 
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fed and aii. St. Ambroſe in of Opi- 
nion, "hin ſome of thoſe who OR 
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:e. treat the. Memb of 
ſuch contumelious Vio- 


to. Re to what Spirit 
And if his BlaC- 


. rig mga enough to be able to 
diſtinguiſh, the Blaſphemy of Saul, from 


ifference that [can find, ſhall be obſerv'd 
relently. 


to. have 4 Divine Original, and yet 
perſecuted, the, TE it cannot be 

but that he did more maliciouſly 
oppoſe God and the Truth, and fo be- 


Game more *incapable of Repentance, 


than they who did not belies the 
racks fo W From, f Divine: * 


gerate his Guilt 3, they are plain enough, 


77 e did not impute the  _ 
to the Al Spirit, ! 


ene in N 1 muſt confels, 
tol the Scribes and 94 the only 


Jo be ſhort, if we ſay that he 
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1 em * Divine Power? Why 
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